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Welsh fisheries are mainly targeting shellfish with 90% of the
fleet working in the inshore sector (up to 6 nautical miles)

Total
Fishery Fishery fishermen

landings landings in Wales
(£) (t) UK retail mkt (t) (estimate)

3,462,905 1983.8

&

3 79

293,662
Spider crab 272,589 2407
Sea bass 267 177 4275

Other fish, ray, mackerel, gurnards, sprat etc,
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Environmental aspect of the Welsh fisheries

The bulk of welsh fishers use low impact fishing gear such as pots and
static nets.

Scallop dredging however is known to have environmental impacts.
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How to manage fishing activates in Wales to ensure
sustainability?

Are they already operating sustainably?

Problems:

ALimited data on stock status

ALimited data on activates (fleet mainly under 10m) e.g. spatial extend

AHabitat data incomplete

ALittle active management (some bylaws and environmental regulation)
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A need for action has been identified by the fishing industry and WG
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Successful sustainable management approaches in
fisheries have generally been stakeholder lead or had
substantial stakeholder support.
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Useful Links

A fishing vessel off the coast of Wales

The Fisheries & Con:
Bridge, Anglesey.

abroad.
LATEST NEWS
« Thanks to Len Walters who independently carried out a

cessful Habitat survey using the 'mini camera sled' -
egister to get involued!

* Sea trials carried out to test the skids on scallop dredges
July | An Ecosystem-Based Approach for MCZ Management * Cardigan Bay habitat survey completed
2012 | in Wal . n;\':mimy results for genetic tests on lobsters available

The current implementation of Highly Protected Marine Conservation Zanes In Wales
threaters the culture and econamy of Welsh coastal communities by prohibiting traditional
low impact fishing and recreational activities. This report outlines 3 visble altemative MCZ
approach that will proenote ecosystem recovery and resilience and better our anderstanding of

Isle of Man Fisheries
the marine environment without adverse mpact to fishermen and local communitios.
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Welsh fishers are favouring the implementation on
Ecosystem Approaches to Fisheries Management (EA)

Traditional single stock management often failed.

No fish is an island in the marine environment things are highly
Interconnected. Failing to recognize these connections has
contributed to the failure of fisheries and negative environmental
Impacts.

Need for a better understanding of processes that link different
components.

Impacts on these components need to be understood and integrated
Into the management.
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How to ensure environmental sustainability of fisheries?

This will require three main pillars of
understanding:

AUnderstanding of the spatial extend of the
fisheries

AUnderstanding the spatial distribution of
sensitive habitats and species

AUnderstanding the impact of different gear
types on the ecosystem
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Mitigating impacts on habitats through spatial management and
operational adjustments of fishing operations
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Monitoring fishing activities

Area swept (knd swept
km2 seabed)

Monitoring fishing activities and
understanding their spatial
distribution is critical for the
implementation of an ecosystem-
based approach to fisheries
management.

20 Kilometres

Distribution of fishing effort for king scallops in the
waters around the Isle of Man.
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Mapping sensitive habitats
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Knowing the spatial distribution of
Habitat biotope classification of " . . .
the seabed of Isle of Man sensitive habltats provides the basis for
waters. conservation management.
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